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Village  of  Consort 

(New  Survey  March  1961) 


1.  LOCATION 

Part  of  section  15  - 35  - 6 - W4  in  Census  Division  No.  7.  The  Village  is 
approximately  200  miles  southeast  of  Edmonton  on  a branch  line  of  the  C.P.R. 
and  on  Highway  No.  12. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,280  feet  Latitude  52/01  Longitude  110/46 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 50°  F. 

Average  winter  - 19°  F. 

Average  annual  - 35°  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 10  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 38.3  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 12.83  inches. 

NOTE:  Section  3 and  4 taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station. 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  rocks  underlying  the  glacial  deposits  in  the  Consort  area  are  sand- 
stone and  shales  that  were  deposited  in  the  large  fresh  water  lakes  which  covered 
this  region  in  an  age  termed  Upper  Cretaceous  by  the  geological  time  scale. 
The  sediments  are  named  the  Edmonton  formation  and  are  coal  bearing.  In 
some  parts  of  the  province  they  contain  fossil  remains  of  the  dinosaur. 

6.  SOIL 

Consort  is  in  the  brown  soil  zone. 

Climat€: 

Semi-arid,  characterized  by  an  average  annual  precipitation  of  11  to  13 
inches,  frequent  droughts,  high  evaporation  and  frequent  hot  dry  winds. 

Vegetation: 

Short  grass  prairie. 

Soil  Profile: 

In  the  normal  profile  the  surface  A horizon  is  about  5 inches  deep  and 
brown  in  color.  The  B horizon  is  commonly  brownish  in  color  and  lime  (Bca) 
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is  found  at  depths  averaging  15  inches  below  the  surface.  The  parent  material 
(C)  is  found  at  depths  of  20  to  24  inches.  In  the  other  zones  this  horizon 
occurs  at  greater  depths. 

Fertility: 

Moisture  is  the  principal  limiting  factor  in  crop  production.  Soils  in  this 
zone  are  relatively  low  in  nitrogen  and  under  irrigation  often  respond  to  phos- 
phorus fertilizers. 

Land  Use: 

Only  the  most  favourable  soil  type  can  be  considered  arable.  Most  of  the 
area  is  desirable  for  ranching.  Where  farmed,  wheat  is  the  principal  crop  grown. 
Cropping  practices  must  provide  for  moisture  conservation  and  control  of  soil 
drifting.  The  long  frost-free  period  makes  this  zone  a desirable  area  for  the 
development  of  irrigation. 

7.  HISTORY 

Consort  was  named  during  Coronation  year  and  was  named  after  royalty. 
Before  the  railway  arrived  in  the  village  there  were  several  large  ranches  in  the 
area.  Coods  were  freighted  from  Castor  and  Hardisty.  The  Canadian  Pacific 
completed  the  railway  to  Consort  in  1912  at  which  time  there  was  a large  influx 
of  homesteaders.  During  the  winter  of  1906-07  the  ranchers  were  practically 
wiped  out  as  the  majority  of  the  cattle  died  or  were  frozen  to  death. 

The  first  school  in  the  area  was  located  at  Sanderville,  1/2  miles  from  the 
present  village.  The  first  teacher  was  Mr.  A.  Poison. 

Consort  Electric  first  supplied  power  to  the  village  in  1932  from  a diesel 
unit  and  later  sold  out  to  Canadian  Utilities  Limited  who  still  maintain  the 
franchise. 

Water  and  sewer  was  installed  in  1954  and  natural  gas  in  1958  by  North- 
western Utilities  Limited. 

Old  timers  in  the  district  were  Messrs.  McCord,  P.  Miller,  J.  Bibby,  Fred 
Wiltse,  C.  Fawcett,  J.  Simkin,  G.  McFretridge,  G.  Johnston,  G.  Soderman  and 
Read.  Early  storekeepers  were  Frank  Graham,  H.  Sanderson. 

Fire  wiped  out  parts  of  the  town  in  1936  and  1938. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Consort  is  located  on  the  side  of  a hill  and  a person  can  see  for  miles  over 
the  prairie.  Both  winter  and  summer  sports  are  encouraged  and  excellent 
facilities  are  available.  Schools  teach  grades  1 to  12  and  five  churches  supply 
the  spiritual  needs  of  the  community.  For  the  hunter  and  fisherman  there  is 
good  shooting  for  ducks,  geese  and  prairie  chicken  and  good  fishing  can  be  had 
in  the  lakes  in  the  area. 

There  are  185  homes  in  the  village  and  during  1959  fourteen  permits  were 
issued  and  in  1960  twelve  permits  were  issued.  Gooseberry  Lake  Provincial  Park 
is  located  8 miles  north  of  the  village  and  offers  swimming,  boating,  camping 
and  picnicking  facilities. 


2 


9.  ADMINISTRATION 


The  village  is  governed  by  a mayor  selected  from  the  council  for  a one 
year  term  and  two  councillors,  one  elected  each  year  for  a three  year  term.  The 
village  affairs  are  administered  by  a secretary-treasurer  in  accordance  with  the 
policies  set  by  the  council. 


10.  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 

The  village  hires  one  police  constable. 

Building  Regulations— There  is  no  definite  building  code  in  Consort  but 
all  new  buildings,  major  alterations  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  must  be 
approved  by  council  and  a permit  issued  before  building  commences. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protection 

Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  Provincial  Health  Regulations. 
Garbage  collected  weekly. 


n.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  16  volunteer  firemen. 

Equipment:  One  1952  fire  truck  with  750  gallon  water  tank,  one  portable 
pump,  700  feet  2%  inch  hose,  180  feet  1/2  inch  hose,  extension  and  roof  ladders, 
coats,  boots,  axes,  gas  masks,  fire  extinguishers,  etc. 

Water  Supply:  Two  reservoirs  with  a capacity  of  7,000,000  gallons. 
There  are  nine  fire  hydrants  conveniently  located  throughout  the  village. 


Homes  in  Consort  are  modest,  well  maintained 
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12. 


TAX  STRUCTURE 


1960  Net  Assessment 

Land,  100%  of  value  $ 66,940 

Improvements,  60%  of  1948  value  432,900 
Power  21,100 

Total  $520,940 

Mill  Rate:  Municipal  23.  School  32.  Hospital  4.  Total  59  mills. 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  village  - 648  acres. 

Streets  and  lanes  - 50  acres. 

Parks  and  playgrounds  - 10  acres. 

Miles  of  roads,  streets  and  lanes: 

Gravel  Improved  Earth  Total 
Provincial  Main  1 1 

Streets  and  Lanes  2/2  1 3/2 

Total  miles  4/2 

There  are  approximatelv  2 miles  of  cement  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  Sewers  - 2 miles. 

Water  Mains  - 2 miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  by  Canadian  Utilities  Limited 
under  a franchise. 

Residential  Rates 

Demand  charge  - 50c  to  $1.25  per  month. 

Energy  charge  - First  25  KWH  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 

Next  100  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 2c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  bill  - $1.25  to  $1.50  per  month. 

Penalty— 5%  if  not  paid  on  or  before  due  date. 

Commercial  Rates 

Demand  charge  - 50c  to  $1.25  per  month  for  the  first  1,000  watts  con- 
nected. 

Energy  charge  - First  50  KWH  used  per  month  - 7c  per  KWH. 

Next  200  KWH  used  per  month  - 6c  per  KWH. 


Excess  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  bill— demand  charge  but  not  less  than  $1.50. 
Penalty— 5%  if  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date. 

Power  Rates 

Demand  eharge  - nil. 

Energy  eharge  - First  25  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load 
6e  per  KWH. 

Exeess  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  connected  load  - 4c  per  KWH. 
Minimum  monthly  bill  - $1.00  per  HP  but  not  less  than  $2.00. 

Penalty— 5%  if  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date. 


16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  Loyalist  reservoir,  supplemented  by  a deep 
well.  When  sluices  are  opened  the  water  empties  into  two  reservoirs  with  a 
total  capacity  of  7,000,000  gallons. 

Water  Rates:  First  1,000  gallons  or  less  used  per  month  - $3.00. 

Next  750  gallons  used  per  month  - .50c 

Next  750  gallons  used  per  month  - .50c 

Excess  gallons  used  per  month  - .50c  per  500  gallons. 

Plus  sewerage  charge  of  $2.00  per  month  domestic  and  $3.00  to  $25.00 
for  commercial. 


The  open  prairie  edges  the  streets  of  Consort 
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Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 

Total  Solids 

1,128 

Ignition  Loss 

128 

Hardness 

125 

Sulphates 

22 

Chlorides 

169 

Alkalinity 

700 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  ■ 

■ Bicarbonate  of  Soda,  Lime  and  Magnesium. 

Nitrites 

nil 

Nitrates 

nil 

Iron 

0.4 

Fluorine 

0.4 

Remarks  - Soda  equals  42.6  grains  per  gallon  and  is  harmful  to  plants 

and  corrodes  aluminum. 


17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  village  by  Northwestern  Utilities  Limited 
under  a franchise. 

Rate  No.  1 - General  Rate 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  - $2.50. 

All  additional  therms  used  per  month  - 6.5c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $2.50. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date,  the  charge  per 
therm,  other  than  the  first  20  therms,  shall  be  increased  by  0.3  cents  and  the 
gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Rate  No.  2 - Optional  Rate 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consumption 
is  more  than  5,400  therms. 

Fixed  charge  per  month  - $12.50. 

Plus  commodity  charge  - 4.0c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $12.50. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge  per 
therm  shall  be  increased  by  0.2  cents  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

This  rate  is  available  only  on  annual  contract,  which  shall  continue  from 
year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other  party,  at  least 
30  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a written  notice  of  desire  to 
terminate  same,  whereupon  at  the  expiration  of  such  year,  it  shall  cease  and 
determine. 
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18.  L.  P.  GAS 


Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cii.  ft.  at  60°  F. 

100  lb.  cylinder  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 18.6c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 2,000  gallons. 

19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60°  F. 

Winter  grade  - 19.8c  per  gallon. 

Summer  grade  - 18.6c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 15,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Coal  is  secured  from  the  Halkirk  and  Drumheller  fields. 

Halkirk  mine  run  - $10.00  per  ton  delivered. 

Drumheller  - lump  - $16.50  per  ton. 

21.  RESOURCES 

Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry,  dairy  pro- 
ducts, straw,  sand  - common,  gravel,  oil  and  gas. 


Grain  growing  ability  of  district  is  shown  by  number  of  elevators 
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22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 

Federal:  Post  Offiee,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Veterinary. 

Provincial:  Alberta  Government  Telephones,  East  Special  Areas  Office, 
School  Division  No.  16. 

Municipal:  Secretary-Treasurer,  Fire  Department,  Police  Department. 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Consort  Municipal  Hospital  has  22  beds  and  12  bassinets.  The  staff 
consists  of  a matron,  5 graduate  nurses  and  6 nurses’  aides. 

Other  Health  Facilities:  The  Hanna  Health  Unit  consists  of  a doctor,  2 
graduate  nurses,  steno-technician  and  sanitary  inspector  with  sub-office  at  Con- 
sort. This  unit  calls  monthly,  examining  pre-school  and  school  children. 

One  doctor,  one  drug  store,  one  veterinary. 


24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(excluding  health  services) 


Accountants 
Barber  Shops 
Beauty  Parlors 
Lawyers 
Watch  Repairs 


2 calling  monthly 
1 
1 
1 
1 


25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - Daily  truck  service. 

Sorenson  Bus  Lines— Daily  to  and  from  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 


The  town  and  district  is  served  by  this  hospital 


Local  truck  - hailing  to  Edmonton  and  Calgary  daily. 

Cattle  Liner  to  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Consor  Enterprise  - weekly. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  Post  Office. 
Nearest  radio  station  - Drumheller  CJDV. 

Nearest  T.V.  station  - Red  Deer  CHCA  Channel  10. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Royal  Bank  of  Canada. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rates  Beer  License 

Consort  Hotel  12  $1.75  up  yes 

30.  TOURIST  CAMPS 

Trailer  park  only. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  Full  Gospel,  People  Fellowship,  Roman  Catholic,  United. 

32.  FRATERNAL  ORGANIZATIONS 

Masons,  I.O.O.F.,  Rebekah 

33.  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Consort  and  District  Board  of  Trade,  Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Auxiliary 
Canadian  Legion,  Women’s  Institute. 


34.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Community  Club,  Fish  and  Game  Association,  Home  and  School  Associa- 
tion, Old  Timers  Association. 

35.  EDUCATION 

The  village  schools  are  a unit  of  the  Neutral  Hill  Division  No.  16.  Grades 
1 to  12  are  taught.  The  school  has  13  classrooms.  Commercial  room.  Science 
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lab  and  gymnasium.  Approximately  half  of  the  students  are  brought  in  by 
school  bus  from  the  surrounding  area.  The  school  population  is  made  up  as 
follows : 


Grades  No.  of 

Teachers 

No. 

of  Pu 

Elementary 

1-  6 

7 

176 

Junior  High 

7-  9 

3 

79 

High 

10-12 

3 

39 

THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

Community  Hall 

250 

yes 

yes 

Masonic  Hall 

100 

no 

no 

I.O.O.F. 

75 

no 

yes 

Legion  Hall 

75 

no 

yes 

37.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

There  is  no  Library  in  the  village  but  a school  Library  is  available  for  the 
students. 

Other  Activities:  Drama  at  school,  piano  teacher,  square  dancing. 


38.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys:  Tyro,  Calf  Club,  4H  Club. 

Girls:  C.G.I.T.,  Explorers,  Mission  Band,  4H  Club. 


39.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior,  junior  and  little  league),  basketball  (boys  and  girls), 
softball,  hockey  (senior,  junior  and  minor  league),  curling,  golf. 


This  modern  school  is  well  equipped  and  staffed 
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Facilities:  Nine  hole  golf  course  at  Gooseberry  Lake,  8 miles  north. 
Covered  curling  rink,  4 sheets  natural  ice. 

Open  air  hockey  and  skating  rink. 


40.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day  only. 


41.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Located  15  miles  north  of  the  village  is  a colorful  range  of  hills  known 
as  Neutral  Hills.  Well  substantiated  stories  indicate  the  name  derived  from  the 
fact  this  area  was  set  aside  as  a hunting  preserve  by  the  Plains  Indians  and  no 
fighting  or  marauding  was  allowed  in  the  area. 


42.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Consort  Co-op  General  Store,  Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  U.F.A.  Maple  Leaf 
Oil  Distributors. 


43.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 
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Auctioneer  

1 
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Auto  Body  Repairs 

. . 1 
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— 
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Banks  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Barbers  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Beauty  Parlors  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Butchers  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Building  Contractors 

...  1 

— 
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— 

Cartage  Delivery  

2 

— 

— 

— 

Clothing  - women’s  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Coal  Dealers  

1 

— 

■ 

1 

Cold  Storage  Lockers 

....  1 

— 

— 

1 

Doctors  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Drug  Stores  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Electrical  Appliances 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Electrical  Contractors 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Garages  & 

Service  Stations 

...  5 

_ 

5 

Gas  Processing  Plants 

....  2 

2 

2 

— 

General  Stores  

2 

— 

— 

2 

Grain  Elevator*  2 total  cap. 

275,000  bushels 


Groceries 


2 
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Funeral  Parlor  (Agency) 

Hardware  

Hotel  

Implements  - farm 

Jewellers  

Laundry  (Dry 

Cleaning  Agency) 
Lumber  Yard 
Machine  Shop 

Milk  Distributors  

Oil  Distributors  

Painters  and  Decorators 

Propane  Gas  Dist.  

Plumbers  

Printers  

Radio  & TV  Repairs 
Real  Estate  & Insurance 

Restaurants  

Shoe  Repairs  

Welding  

Woodworking  
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44.  SITES 


Good  industrial  and  residential  sites  can  be  purchased  from  the  village  at 
reasonable  prices. 


45.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

A small  manufacturer  is  located  in  the  village  producing  specialized  grain 
seeding  and  cultivating  machinery,  for  dry  land  farming.  This  firm  manu- 
factures about  100  units  per  year. 

There  are  also  two  gas  processing  plants  in  the  district,  producing  natural 
gas,  oil  and  condensate  from  the  Provost  gas  field.  The  largest  plant  has  a pro- 
duction capacity  of  100,000  cubic  feet  per  day,  and  the  smaller  plant  has  a 
capacity  of  12,500,000  cubic  feet  per  day.  The  gas  produced  by  these  plants 
are  metered  by  three  stations  of  the  Alberta  Gas  Trunklines.  These  plants  and 
allied  industries  employ  approximately  20  men. 

Farm  enterprises  in  the  Gonsort  area  may  be  classed  as  livestock  cash 
crop  combinations.  In  1950  sources  of  farm  cash  income  were:  grain  40  percent, 
cattle  48  percent,  dairy  5 percent;  hogs  3 per  cent  and  other  4 percent.  While 
the  relative  importance  of  livestock  has  improved  in  the  last  ten  years,  the  general 
type  of  farming  followed  has  not  changed. 

Gonsort  is  situated  in  Special  Areas  No.  2 in  which  only  31%  of  the  occu- 
pied farmland  is  owned  by  the  operator  (Government  policy  is  to  extend  and 
retain  control  of  Grown  lands  in  the  area.)  Farm  classification  by  tenure  is: 
owner  20  percent,  owner-tenant  66  per  cent,  tenant  13  percent,  and  managed  1 
percent.  Sixteen  percent  of  the  total  were  classed  as  non-resident.  The  average 
size  of  farms  in  Special  Area  No.  2 is  2,317  acres.  In  1956  21%  of  the  total  was 
improved. 

The  utilization  of  cropped  land  in  1956  was:  total  278  acres,  wheat  164 
acres,  oats  47  acres,  barley  19  acres,  tame  hay  46  acres  and  other  crops  22  acres. 
The  area  in  summerfallow  per  farm  was  147  acres,  34  acres  were  in  improved 
pasture. 

The  number  of  livestock  per  farm  in  1956  were:  horses  5,  cattle  85,  sheep 
4,  hogs  5 and  laying  hens  24. 

Farms  in  the  district  are  highly  mechanized. 


46.  TRADING  AREA 

North  20  miles;  West  10  miles;  South  25  miles;  East  45  miles. 

47.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1956  census  - 2,467. 

Village  population,  1956  census  - 434. 

Village  population,  December  1960  - 551  estimate. 
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